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end prove feasible. Third, a combination 
of the Booklist and the Library of Con- 
gress, by which a central bureau would 
select books thought desirable for pur- 
chase by the cooperating libraries, send out 
lists to those libraries, and proceed forth- 
with to the cataloging and preparation of 
printed cards. These lists would be checked 
for purchase by each library, returned to 
the central bureau and cards furnished 
accordingly. The expenses of the bureau 
would be met by assessing each library a 
sum based on its expenditures for books 
per annum, and the books secured would, 
I suppose, become its property, although 
I am not sure on this point. This plan 
might be excellent for the smaller and the 
public libraries, but I doubt its value for 
the larger, reference or university libra- 
ries, owing to the large proportion of tech- 
nical, foreign and similar material pur- 
chased by this class. 

"Mr. R. H. Johnston, of the Bureau of 
Railway Economics, outlined in a recent 
number of the Library Journal a plan for 
cooperative work that might bear serious 
consideration. He proposes to furnish any 
library wishing them with stenciled cards 
for analytics of his railway engineering 
periodicals, at cost or perhaps free of all 
charge. This stencil plan might very eas- 
ily be used in other large and highly spe- 
cialized libraries, and much helpful work 
accomplished thereby." 



Continuing this discussion Mr. Charles 
Martel, of the Library of Congress, said 
that the Library of Congress was trying to 
make cards more useful by simplifying the 
headings. He said that there was much 
interest shown in reference cards and the 
desire was expressed that they be printed 
and also that open entries be reprinted. 
Time did not permit of further discussion 
of this most important problem and the 
desire was expressed that it be included 
in next year's program of this section. 

Mr. J. C. M. Hanson, of the University 
of Chicago Library, announced that the 
A. L. A. Catalog committee would meet in 
January, and that its chairman, Mr. W. W. 
Bishop, of the University of Michigan Li- 
brary, wanted suggestions for the work of 
his committee. 

The Nominating committee, through its 
chairman, Mr. Voge, proposed Miss Ade- 
laide P. Evans, of the Detroit Public Li- 
brary, as chairman for the coming year, 
and Miss Mary E. Baker, University of 
Missouri, secretary. They were elected 
and the meeting adjourned. 

Bessie Goldberg, 
Secretary. 



CHILDREN'S LIBRARIANS' SECTION 



The first meeting of the Children's 
Librarian's Section was held in the Audi- 
torium of the Seelbach Hotel, Friday even- 
ing, June 22. Miss Alice M. Jordan, Boston 
Public Library, presided and introduced 
Miss Sarah C. N. Bogle, principal of the 
Carnegie Library School, who struck the 
keynote of the meeting in her paper, 

PREPAREDNESS TO MEET NEW EDUCATIONAL 
DEMANDS 

(See p. 153) 
Miss Bernice Bell, Louisville Free Pub- 
lic Library, considered the subject of pre- 
paredness to meet racial problems, in a 
paper entitled 

THE COLORED BRANCHES OF THE LOUISVILLE 
FREE LIBRARY 

(See p. 169) 



She gave an account of the work done 
in the colored branches of Louisville, 
dwelling particularly on the reading inter- 
ests of colored children and their joy in 
the dramatic expression afforded them by 
the story hour. Opportunity was given at 
once to test the last statement, when Vir- 
ginia Allen, aged 10, winner of the inter- 
mediate story-telling contest, told "The 
fisherman and his wife," and Blyden Jack- 
son, aged 6, winner of the primary story- 
telling contest, told "The ginger-bread 
boy." The children had not been trained 
for the occasion, being allowed to tell the 
stories in their own way, which they did 
with great naturalness and keen enjoyment 
of the situations. 

Miss Bertha E. Mahony, director of the 
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Bookshop for boys and girls, Boston, read 
a delightful paper on the history, aims and 
results of 'this unique bookshop. As this 
Is substantially the same paper which she 
read before the American Booksellers' As- 
sociation in May, and which appeared in 
the Publishers' Weekly for May 26, 1917, 
p. 1701, it has been omitted with regret 
from the Proceedings because of lack of 
space. Miss Annie Carroll Moore, super- 
visor of work with children, New York 
Public Library, was unable to be present, 
but sent an article in appreciation of the 
service rendered by the Bookshop, which 
was read by Mr. John A. Lowe, Massachu- 
setts Free Public Library Commission, 
under the title 

THE BOOKSHOP FOR BOYS AXD OIBLS 

(See p. 168) 

Miss Zachert then read the report of the 
committee on the Production of children's 
books (see p. 345), after which the meet- 
ing adjourned. 

The second meeting was held Friday 
morning, June 25, in the same place. Mrs. 
Louise M. Dunn's paper, 

THE BEADING OF THE ADOLESCENT UIRI- 

was read by Miss Mary R. Cochran, of the 
Cleveland Public Library. 

(See p. 162) 

The discussion aroused by this thought- 
ful contribution to a difficult and perplex- 
ing subject was opened by Miss Mary 
Brown Humphrey, librarian of the Girls' 
High School Branch, Louisville Free Pub- 
lic Library, who agreed with Mrs. Dunn 
that there should be the right kind of 
book for every girl, but the difficulty lay 
in deciding the age of the adolescent girl 
— in knowing just where to place her. 
Instances were cited of the tremendous 
variation in the age of the girl at this 
period of development, showing how nec- 
essary it is to know the girls individually 
in order to give them the right sort of 
help. Miss Ellen C. Warren, Louisville 
Free Public Library, told how the problem 
of the boys' and girls' reading was met 
in that library by a carefully selected list 



of intermediate books kept in the adult 
room, which was freshened from time to 
time by the addition of new and suitable 
titles. Miss Emma Grauman, librarian of 
the Eastern Departmental School, gave an 
interesting account of the development of 
the children's interest in reading through 
the appeal made to their dramatic feeling. 
Miss Annie S. Anderson, principal of the 
Kentucky Home School, Louisville, ex- 
pressed her conviction, based on observa- 
tion as well as experience, that the reading 
interests of children could be successfully 
directed only through a very close and 
sympathetic cooperation between the 
school and the library. She emphasized 
the importance of using "books of the 
spirit" in cultivating the ideals of young 
people. Mrs. W. H. Henry of Louisville 
treated the problem of the reading of boys 
and girls from the parents' point of view, 
mentioning the danger lying in the fact 
that few parents realize the importance 
of this period in their children's lives. 
In speaking of the demand for sensational 
stories, she said it should be met by 
giving both boys and girls heroic litera- 
ture. The discussion from the floor was 
brisk and to the point, for the most part 
either taking the form of personal experi- 
ence in directing the reading of boys and 
girls, or in stating individual problems that 
had arisen in this connection, and how 
they had been met. Among others who 
contributed to this discussion were: Miss 
Emma R. Engle, Philadelphia Free Li- 
brary; Miss Adeline B. Zachert, Rochester 
Public Library; Miss Jennie M. Flexner 
and Miss Bernice W. Bell, Louisville Free 
Public Library; Miss Jessie H. Millard, 
Portland Library Association, and Miss 
Helen F. Ingersoll, Denver Public Library. 

At the business meeting which followed 
the minutes of the preceding meeting and 
the financial report were read and ap- 
proved. Miss Zachert then read for the 
second time the report of the committee 
on the Production of children's books. It 
was moved and seconded that the report 
be approved as it stood and a committee 
of five be appointed. This committee con- 
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slsts of: Mr. Dudgeon, the three members 
of the 1916 committee, Miss Burnite, Miss 
Zachert and Miss Hazeltine; and a fifth 
member to be appointed by the Chairman 
of the A. L. A. Bookbinding committee. The 
report was as follows: 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 

PRODUCTION OF CHILDREN'S 

BOOKS 

At the 1916 business meeting of the 
Children's Librarians' Section, a proposed 
communication to the American Booksell- 
ers' Association on the undesirable phys- 
ical features of children's books was read 
and a committee appointed to consider 
such action. The committee makes the 
following report: 

It is the general experience of librarians 
that certain features of numbers of chil- 
dren's books render them either not de- 
sirable and consequently expensive for 
library use, or unattractive to their read- 
ers, or even physically harmful to them. 
Many of these features the dealers or 
manufacturers are working to solve, but it 
is obviously the duty of librarians to keep 
them fully informed upon such points and 
make suggestions as far as their experi- 
ence justifies. 

In the matter of durability of books, 
librarians know that the paper, binding, 
etc., often lessens by half the life of a book 
for library use, and with the increased post 
of books it is highly probable that librar- 
ians will feel that they must strike from 
their order lists books which cannot stand 
a reasonable amount of wear. 

In the matter of the attractiveness of 
a book and the comfort and convenience 
of the reader, there are many instances 
of serious offenses in typography, particu- 
larly in the size of type, length of line, 
and the distance between lines. Also, 
standard books are often very unattract- 
ively bound, books are of awkward sizes, 
and books for quite little children are 
often much too large for them to turn the 
pages correctly and conveniently, thus 
tending to form bad habits in the children 
and causing undue wear on the books. 

In addition to these matters, publishers 
often issue standard books rewritten or 
adapted in ways which lessen their value 
or even render them undesirable. On the 
other hand, some standard books might be 
abridged to advantage, if judiciously done, 
and a number of standard books might be 
published in more attractive editions. 

In some of these matters, certain pub- 



lishers have taken pains to learn the 
opinion of librarians, and librarians have 
often given freely of their time in answer- 
ing letters and working out suggestions. 
It is important, however, that such prac- 
tical knowledge should be utilized in the 
way which will bring about the largest 
results. For this reason, the committee 
feels that a standing committee on the 
production of children's books is desirable 
and that the formation of such a commit- 
tee is the first step rather than a general 
letter to the Booksellers' Association 
from the Children's Librarians* Section. 
Viewed by and large, the function of such 
a committee would be to gather from 
librarians information regarding the un- 
satisfactory features of books, with spe- 
cific instances thereof, and to take up 
such matters with the particular publishers 
involved. The committee should accept, 
after due consideration, the decisions of 
some authority on proper type, size of 
type, etc., for children in general and 
for children of varying ages, and should 
give information to librarians regarding 
books which do not meet such a standard. 
It should be ready to advise with any pub- 
lisher who so desires it, regarding new 
editions of standard books and other mat- 
ters which relate to making good books 
more attractive to children. 

Such a committee would need to notify 
each publisher of its existence, general 
scope, and desire to be of practical serv- 
ice; it should ask through the library 
periodicals for information and suggestions 
from librarians, requesting that librarians 
who correspond with publishers regarding 
these matters keep this committee in- 
formed of the nature of the correspond- 
ence. 

Although the Booksellers' Association 
cannot answer for the publishers to any 
considerable extent in matters of book 
production, they need to know the experi- 
ence and needs of the librarians, and a 
plan should be worked out for keeping 
them apprised of needs and seeking their 
cooperation. 

We recommend, therefore, the appoint- 
ment of a standing committee on the pro- 
duction of children's books, this commit- 
tee to be composed of five members, one 
of whom should be a member appointed by 
the chairman of the A. L. A. Bookbinding 
Committee, three members of the Section 
of the Children's Librarians, appointed by 
the present chairman, and one chief li- 
brarian, appointed by the present chair- 
man. Three of these appointments should 
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be for two years, and two for one year. 
The succeeding appointments should be 
for two years each. 

Caroline Bubnite, 
For the Committee. 
Officers elected for 1918 are: Chairman, 
Sarah C. N. Bogle, principal of the Car- 
negie Library School; vice-chairman, Helen 



F. Ingersoll, Denver Public Library; sec- 
retary, Elisabeth Knapp, Detroit Public 
Library; advisory board, Margaret M. 
Colerick, Fort Wayne Public Library. The 
session then adjourned. 

Rosina C. Gtmeb, 
Secretary. 



COLLEGE AND REFERENCE SECTION 



The section was called to order at 2:30 
p. m. in the Hotel Seelbach, Louisville, by 
Mr. H. M. Lydenberg, chairman. 

In the absence of Dr. E. C. Richardson, 
the chairman read an abstract of his paper 
on 

THE RETURN OF COOPERATIVE INDEXING 

(See p. 222) 
Mr. J. C. M. Hanson, associate director 
of the University of Chicago Libraries, 
read a paper on 

DEPABTMENTAL LIBBABIES AT THE UNIVERSITY 
OF CHICAGO 

(See p. 211) 

Mr.' George Parker Winship, Widener 
librarian, Harvard University, gave a talk 
on 

THE UNIVERSITY PBESS IN RELATION TO THE 
LIBRARY WORLD 

(See p. 241) 
In the discussion that followed, Dr. 
Raney, of the Johns Hopkins University 
Library, emphasized the point that the 
founding of the Johns Hopkins University 
press was due solely to the fact that when 
the university was founded there existed 
in this country no press capable of han- 
dling the printing their needs required. 
He spoke also of the successful solution 
of the problem of departmental libraries 
in a university collection by the arrange- 



ment of book stacks and study rooms in 
the new building for the Johns Hopkins 
University Library. 

The question was discussed further by 
Messrs. Bishop of Michigan, and Smith of 
Wisconsin. 

Dr. C. W. Andrews, of the John Crerar 
Library, read a paper entitled 

A PLAN FOR A CENSUS OF LIBRARY RESOURCES 

(See p. 221) 

Mr. G. W. Lee, of the Stone & Webster 
library, Boston, in discussing the latter 
paper urged the need of a census of 
sponsors for knowledge. 

The Nominating committee, Prof. A. S. 
Root of Oberlin and Mr. W. M. Smith of 
Wisconsin, made the following recom- 
mendations, which were unanimously 
adopted: For chairman, 1917-1918, Mr. W. 
W. Bishop of the University of Michigan; 
Mr. Malcolm G. Wyer of the University of 
Nebraska, secretary; Mr. George Parker 
Winship of Harvard, for member of com- 
mittee on Arrangements, for the three 
year term. 

It was voted to ask the incoming execu- 
tive committee to consider the advisability 
of changing the name of the section to 
"College and Reference Library Section." 

The meeting adjourned at 5:00 p. m. 
P. L. WINDSOR, 
Acting Secretary. 



